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|
MEMORAND‘UM

SUBJECT: Nasir's Dilemma

1. jNasir 8till appears a captive of the uncompromi g-
ing attitudas of his radical partners Alglers and Damascus,
and of h;s dependence on Moscow's Bupport, His room for
maneuver‘is small, and he knows it.

2, Algiers and Damascus continuvally speak of a new
applicati on of force against the Israelis, with Boumediene
pressing}for a "guerrilla war" of the type that succeeded
in Algeriﬁ. Nasir can neither envision his Egyptians as
really sufcessful guerrilla fighters against the Israelis,
nor does ha care to turn his country into a guerrilla
battlefie*d—«a situation which would eliminate his power
base, In‘desperation he continues to €arry on a propa-
ganda battle against Israel and the US, emphasizing the
©ld charges of Us collaboration with Israel in the recent

war.
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3. His admission that he cannot safely

hegotiate a peace with Israel emphasizes his inability to
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regain ?he_initiative as leader of the Arab world, The
fact th%t Boumediene went to Moscow twice as the spokes-~

man farithe Arabs in indicative of Nasir's present weak-

|

ness among the Arab states as well as his fear that if he
went he}would return relatively empty handed,

4.j Naéir appears to be resisting the Algerian and
Syrian s?rens by issuing vague propwganda which emphasizes
- futurej"liquidating of the aggression and removing of
ite coﬁs%quences." In addition, he apparently believes a
limited degree of harassment of the Israelis along the
Suez Canal lifts the low morale of the army and improves
the regi%a’s image among the Egyptian people and other Arabs.

5, ;Meanwhile, the fact of Arab disunity and disarray
is appar%nt to all. The inability to hold an Arab "sum-
mit* is obvious, and its possibility of success, even if
helqd, is‘admitted to be ®5lim" by Nasir's spokesman Haykal
over Caiéo Radio,

6. Nasir's courses of action open to him at home ap-
pear as limited as his opportunities in the foreign policy
field. Although he remains his country‘s leader, his room
for maneuver is increasingly restricted by a disgruntled

army, an increasingly difficult economic situation, and ap-

parent infighting among his entourage, with some advocating

closer ties with Moscow and others axguing for a slight shift

to the Wesgt, e
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7.‘ Nasir has reverted to an old "erisis" tactic of
putting‘out "unofficial®--and easily repudiated--feelers
to the US with the hope of glititing some economic aid and
political Support. These approaches usually are accompanied
by suggeftions that the fears the Communists and that dif-
ferences with the West, especially the US, are not basic
and that a new accommcﬂation ctan be achieved. On the other
hand, he lets it be rumored that he is consldering some
type of ¢1oser relation with Masccw.

8. Nasir has not found a solution to his dilemma, and
his frustration has inhibited his formulation of a policy.
He appears to be waiting to see an opening to vetriaves his
losses, ﬁe realizes that his relationship with the Soviets
1s/§§;§131 than ever before and that he cannot disengage
%becauseof his dependence on Moscow for military aid--now
more impc:tant than ever before--as well ag economic as-
sistance.‘ He can see no return to a balanced position be-
tween East and West so long as the US is regarded as Israel's
mentor by the Arabs despite his oblique approaches to Wash-
ington., He will try to play both sides of the street, but

his goals remain more in accord with Soviet okjectives.
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